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There is a new enterprise in the South Delta 
offering to make you a better marksman, 
Delta Precision Shooting.  
Delta Precision Shooting was founded in 

2015 by Blake Ward and Marty Puckett and 

is located in Onward, MS.  DPS offers rifle and pistol classes 

with hands-on instruction to help participants extend their ef-

fective range and equip them with the tools needed to im-

prove marksmanship.  The 1,500 yard range and custom built 

tactical shooting platform allows DPS to provide a variety of 

classes to meet one’s goals.  They offer first class instruction 

with meals and lodging in a comfortable Southern atmos-

phere.  The Precision Rifle Course takes you to 500 yards 

and the Advanced Rifle course extends your range to 1,000 

yards and beyond.  Instructors start with the fundamentals of 

accuracy in firearm setup, shooting technique and safety, 

then progress to reading wind and putting you on target at 

extended ranges.  The camaraderie is excellent and the atmosphere allows you to immerse 

yourself into a fun learning environment that will teach you the skills needed to reach your 

maximum shooting potential. DPS takes pride in being able to watch class participants redis-

cover the fun in shooting while learning to shoot beyond their expectations. Classes include 

meals, lodging for two nights, and two days of expert instruction.  From hunting rifles to target 

rifles, DPS will help you get the most out of your equipment and teach you the proper way to 

maximize your shot.  

DPS also offers courses in Enhanced Concealed Carry, as well as, Defensive Handgun clas-

ses.  A maximum of 10 shooters per rifle class is allowed, and classes can be tailored to spe-

cific ranges or goals.  Classes are half-priced for shooters aged 16 and under with an adult 

participant.  Visit www.DeltaShooting.com for class 

schedules and details or call 601-953-9243.  

 

www.lowerdelta.org 

DELTA PRECISION SHOOTING—A New Outdoor Offering in the 

South Delta 

Andy Taggart—DPS Graduate 2015 

Blake Ward, Certified Instructor Jim Brown,  
and Marty Puckett 



    Louisiana Black Bear Removed from Endangered Species List 

 

     U.S. Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell announced on March 10 that due to 24 years of 

dedicated recovery efforts by a broad array of partners, the Louisiana black bear—the inspiration 

for the teddy bear—will be removed from the Federal Lists of Endangered and Threatened Wild-

life. The species restoration is a significant conservation success and further demonstrates the 

value of the Endangered Species Act (ESA).   

     The fabled bear became part of American culture after a hunting trip to Mississippi in 1902, 

where President Theodore Roosevelt refused to shoot a bear that was trapped and tied to a tree 

by hunting guide Holt Collier.  The episode was featured in a cartoon in The Washington Post, 

sparking the idea for a Brooklyn candy-store owner to create the “Teddy” bear. 

     “President Theodore Roosevelt would have really enjoyed why we are gathered here today,” 

Secretary Jewell said. “Working together across private and public lands with so many partners 

embodies the conservation ethic he stood for when he established the National Wildlife Refuge 

System as part of the solution to address troubling trends for the nation’s wildlife. As I said last 

spring when the delisting proposal was announced, the Louisiana black bear is another success 

story for the Endangered Species Act.” 

     The delisting follows a comprehensive sci-

entific review by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-

vice of the bear’s status. The Service also re-

leased a final post-delisting monitoring plan that 

will help ensure the bear’s future remains se-

cure.  

     The Louisiana black bear subspecies is only 

known to live in Louisiana, East Texas and 

Western Mississippi.  The majority of Louisiana 

black bear habitat falls on private lands, where 

the U.S. Departments of Agriculture and the Interior worked with farmers to voluntarily restore 

more than 485,000 acres of bottomland hardwood forests in priority areas for conservation. One 

key tool was the use of conservation easements in these targeted areas, through which USDA’s 

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) worked with farmers to restore habitat on diffi-

cult-to-farm lands. This strategic approach became one of the building blocks for Working Lands 

for Wildlife, a partnership between the Service and NRCS to conserve wildlife habitats on agri-

cultural lands nationwide. 

     When the Louisiana black bear was listed under the ESA in 1992 due to habitat loss, reduced 

quality of habitat and human-related mortality, the three known breeding subpopulations were 

confined to the bottomland hardwood forests of Louisiana in the Tensas and Upper and Lower 

Atchafalaya River basins. Today, those subpopulations have all increased in number and have 

stabilized to increasing growth rates. Additional breeding subpopulations are forming in Louisi-

ana and Mississippi, providing a healthy long-term outlook for the species.  

  
     (continued on p. 3) 

 



(Black Bear delisted—cont.) 

     The Service proposed to delist the Louisiana black bear in May 2015 after determining the re-

covery criteria, as defined in the 1995 Louisiana Black Bear Recovery Plan, had been met and 

that threats to the bear were reduced or eliminated. In 1992, at the time of the listing, there were 

as few as 150 bears in Louisiana habitat. Today, the Service estimates that 500-750 bears live 

across the species’ current range where successful recovery efforts are allowing breeding popula-

tions to expand. As such, the bear is not likely to become in danger of extinction now or within the 

foreseeable future.  

   The ESA is an essential tool for conserving the nation’s most at-risk wildlife, as well as the land 

and water on which they depend for habitat. The ESA has saved more than 99 percent of the 

species listed from the brink of extinction and has served as the critical safety net for wildlife that 

Congress intended when it passed the law 40 years ago. 

     The Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks acting Black Bear Program leader, 

Richard Rummel, says that the number of Louisiana Black Bears in Mississippi is a bit of a mys-

tery and estimates the number at 100 to 200, and possibly more.  He says, “Bears tend to look 

alike and because of that bears would have to be captured and tagged to keep up with the popu-

lation.  The resources to do that are not currently available. What is clear is that their numbers 

and range are both increasing as sightings have been more frequent in recent years. 

     While the Louisiana Black Bear population is no longer considered endangered, Rummel said 

the bears will continue to enjoy protection by Mississippi state law and if someone intentionally 

kills one, the consequences could be painful.  It is a Class 1 violation with fines from $2,000 to 

$5,000, possible jail time, and loss of hunting privileges. 

Information courtesy of  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and MDWFP 

 

 

 
Get Outside this Spring; There’s always Something to do! 
Active events in the Delta 
 
March 26—5K Run/Walk March for Cancer in Rolling Fork, MS 
Registration—6:30 a.m; Start Time—7:30 am 
Rolling Fork Welcome and Visitors Center, 380 Walnut Street, Rolling Fork, MS 
 
April 16—Tunica’s Tour De Blues Bicycle Ride 
13 or 42 mile ride 
Starts from Town Hall, 909 River Road, Tunica, MS 
Tunicatravel.com 
 
April 30—BluzCruz Kayak and Canoe race in Vicksburg,, MS 
22 mile paddling adventure down the Mississippi River 
Bluzcruz.com 
 



 
2016 Lower Delta Talks Series  

 
     Mississippi’s Lower Delta Partnership announces the 2016 Lower Delta Talks series.  This 
will be the 7th lecture series celebrating the history, culture and nature of Mississippi’s Deep 
Delta.  The talks began on March 15 and  will continue on the third Tuesday of most months 
through November.  Talks are held in the Fine Arts room of the Sharkey Issaquena County Li-
brary at 6:30 p.m. 
 
     The opening talk on March 15th featured Rolling Fork native Nancy Virden presenting ex-
cerpts from her aunt Lady Barnard Garner’s autobiography.  This manuscript gives first hand 
glimpses of rural life in 1920’s and 1930’s Sharkey County, and Virden shared some of these 
with us. 
 
     Volcanoes of the Mississippi Delta will be discussed on April 19 by Mississippi Department 
of Environmental Quality geologist Paul Parrish. May 17th will feature Blake Wintory of Lake-
port Plantation and his presentation on Building Delta Plantations: Connecting Washington 
County, MS and Chicot County, AR.  Emily Havens, Executive Director of Grammy Museum 
Mississippi in Cleveland, will present on June 21. 
 
     August and September will feature family operations.  Evelyn Roughton and Jennifer 
Roughton Schaumburg of Indianola will share with us The Crown (restaurant): its history and 
its recipes on August 16.  Mindy Rutherford and Jenny Rutherford Murphy will share their agri-
business in a talk titled Kin Growers: A Diversified Farming Operation on September 20. 
 
     Jim McCafferty will discuss his new book The Bear Hunter: The Life & Times of Robert Ea-
ger Bobo in the Canebrakes of the Old South on October 11.  Rounding out the 2016 series 
will be Willy Bearden speaking on the Early Days of the Delta on November 15. 
 
     The 2016 Lower Delta Talks  are sponsored by the Straddlefork Foundation, the Cortright 
Family, Bank of Anguilla, Friends of the Sharkey-Issaquena Library, Sharkey County Historic 
Preservation Commission, and Mississippi’s Lower Delta Partnership. Mark your calendars 
and join us at the library. 
 
 

Nancy Barnard Virden shares stories 
from Lady Barnard Garner’s autobiog-
raphy at the first Lower Delta Talk.   
The next Lower Delta Talk will be on 
April 19 at 6:30 pm.   



 

 

 

 

National Trails Day is June 4  
Celebrate in Delta National Forest! 
 

June 4, 2016 is American Hiking Society’s National Trails Day, the country’s largest celebra-
tion of trails.  National Trails Day events will take place in every state across the country in-
cluding Mississippi.  
 
National Trails Day events involve a broad array of activities, including hiking, bike riding, trail 
maintenance, birding, wildlife photography, geocaching, paddle trips, trail running, trail dedi-
cations, health-focused programs, and children’s activities.  
 
The day also aims to highlight the important work thousands of volunteers do each year to 
take care of America’s trails. Trails do not just magically appear for our enjoyment; their con-
struction and maintenance takes hours of dedicated planning and labor. So give thanks to 
your local volunteers and consider taking a day to give back to your favorite trail. 

A National Trails Day event will take place in our own back yard – at the Blue Lake Recrea-
tion Area in Delta National Forest.  This event is sponsored by Delta National Forest, Tread 
Lightly! Inc., and several local partners. The event will include food, fun, and a volunteer 
component. Participants will have the opportunity to help maintain and improve the 1-mile 
interpretive trail and campsites at Blue Lake. There will also be plenty of children’s activities 
to engage them in the outdoors.  
 
Activities will take place from 8:30 am to 2 pm at Blue Lake.  Contact the Delta National For-
est office at 662-873-6256 for more information. 
 
America’s 200,000 miles of trails allow us access to the natural world for recreation, educa-
tion, exploration, solitude, inspiration, and much more. Trails give us a means to support 
good physical and mental health; they provide us with a chance to breathe fresh air, get our 
hearts pumping, and escape from our stresses.  

Save the date – June 4 – to celebrate the great outdoors in Delta National Forest. 

 

 

GRAMMY Museum Mississippi and the Top 40  

 

Located on the Delta State University campus in Cleveland, Mississippi, 

GRAMMY Museum Mississippi opened its doors on March 5.  This 20,000 

square foot  building houses over two dozen exhibits that explore great music, 

everything from rock and hip-hop to country, classical, Latin, R&B, and jazz.  

The cutting edge exhibits, interactive experiences and films provide a one-of-a-kind visitor experience — en-

gaging, educational, celebratory and inspirational.  This new museum is a must see for anyone that finds them-

selves in the Cleveland area—it’s fantastic!  

In anticipation of the many visitors that will tour the museum, GRAMMY Museum Mississippi in partner-

ship with the Mississippi Delta National Heritage Area created a Top 40 list of places to see and visit 

while in the Mississippi Delta. Each county in the MDNHA has at least two Top 40 sites on the list. The pro-

ject is designed to engage both visitors and residents by celebrating cultural heritage attractions 

throughout the Mississippi Delta that tell the region's diverse stories. 

See the Top 40 at http://msdeltatop40.com.  

 



Deep Delta Blues & Heritage Festival on May 7 
 
The Deep Delta Blues and Heritage Festival will begin its 18th year in Rolling Fork with a 5K walk/
run at 8 am on Saturday, May 7. Throughout the day there will be great food, arts & crafts ven-
dors, children’s games, a classic car show, and of course live music. 
 
Local school children were invited to participate in a t shirt design contest, and the winner will be 
announced from the main stage during the festival, receiving a $100.00 scholarship award. 
 
Groups and artists included in this year’s musical entertainment are: the Sharkey Issaquena 
Mass Choir, Dr. Oliver Johnson and the Washington County Voices of Inspiration, Rico (Michael 
Jackson), J’Cenae & Band, The Project Band, Deanna Nicole, Russell Arnold, and headliner L.J. 
Echols.   
 
Echols grew up in Bassfield, Mississippi, and began his career as a gospel singer in a family 
band. Since 2004, Echols has been a solo R&B singer.  He has two successful albums, and 
plans to bring great energy to the Deep Delta Blues and Heritage festival.  
 
Once again the festival will offer a barbeque contest with cash awards for the winning teams. The 
entry fee is only $30, so get to grilling! For more information on the BBQ contest, contact Frank 
Eason at feasonjr@icloud.com or Rolling Fork City Hall.   
 
May 7 will be a day of great food, fun, and music in downtown Rolling Fork, come take it all in! 

 

More Spring Festivals around the Delta 
It’s festival season and there are plenty of festivals for you to enjoy.  

World Catfish Festival in Belzoni – April 2 

Juke Joint Festival in Clarksdale – April 14-17 

RiverFest in Vicksburg – April 15-16 

Crosstie Arts & Jazz Festival in Cleveland – April 16 

Tunica Rivergate Festival in Tunica – April 15-16 

Jerry Clower Festival in Yazoo City – May 7 

Warfield Riverfest & Grillin on the River in Greenville – June 10-11 

 
April is Keep America Beautiful Month 

 A clean community is much more attractive for both residents and visitors 

 

You can help by: 

 Not Littering—put trash in the correct place - the trash can 

  Do not throw trash out of vehicle windows, keep a trash bag in your car 

  Do not throw cigarette butts on the ground, dispose of properly 

 Do not throw loose trash in the back of pick up trucks; it will blow out and 

litter the roadside 

 Pick up an area of litter—whether it is in front of your home, your office, or 

just a spot you pass on your drive each day—pledge to keep that spot clean 

all year 

 Teach your children and their friends not to litter 

 


