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Linden Plantation and Esperanza Outfitters, Inc.
Looking for a unique Delta experience where you can hunt, fish or simply enjoy the out of
doors in a beautiful setting? Esperanza Outfitters, Inc. at Linden Plantation on Lake Washington just might be what you are looking for!
Cameron Dinkins formed Esperanza Outfitters in 1997. He and his wife Whitney, owners of
historic Linden Plantation, decided to start guiding hunts in 2013. The Dinkins asked Stewart
Robinson to partner with them in Esperanza Outfitters. They had met Robinson in 2008 while
transitioning from hunting leases to a hunting club format and he joined the club in its inaugural
year.
The Linden experience expanded from a hunting weekend into a year-round operation.
The historic Linden Plantation home serves as a Bed & Breakfast and as a venue for weddings
and special events. There are private cabins on site that may be rented as well.
The mission of Esperanza Outfitters is to provide clients with a unique Mississippi Delta experience by sharing the woods, water, wildlife and cuisine of Linden Plantation and Mississippi.
Their specialty is providing a corporate or private Delta experience including wing shooting,
fishing, trap or simply enjoying the beautiful sunsets from the veranda.
Esperanza Outfitters is featuring day hunts during the September/ October hunting season.
They hope to encourage local hunters to drive over to enjoy a day hunt for teal or dove. During the overlap of the teal and duck season they offer a morning teal hunt followed by an afternoon dove hunt.
Cameron Dinkins says, “Esperanza Outfitters has taken many forms throughout our journey, but I believe we have found our spot in the outdoor marketplace. We hope to grow in services offered but are committed to bringing small groups to Mississippi for unique and exclusive outdoor adventures and a truly personal Real Delta experience at Linden Plantation.”
www.espoutdoors.com
Cameron@Espoutdoors.com
Stewart@Espoutdoors.com

Linden-on-the-Lake was built in
1914 by P.L. Mann. The 20 room
home is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Beneficial Bats
It’s summer in Mississippi and the mosquitoes are
plentiful! But did you know there is a creature that can help
reduce the mosquito population around your home? Bats!
There are fifteen different kinds of bats known to live in Mississippi and all of these species eat insects, none feed on
blood like the vampire bats found in the tropics.

Bats are a beneficial species worldwide that perform
many important ecological roles. Bats consume vast
amounts of insects, including some of the most damaging
agricultural pests like the corn earworm, tomato worm, and cotton bollworm. They also work as
pollinators ensuring the production of fruits, vegetables, trees and flowers. Bats play a key role in
seed dispersal. Many people fear bats, believing all bats carry rabies, this is not true. Bats are
no more likely to have rabies than any other mammal. Only 1/2 of 1% of all bats contract the
disease, less than other mammals.
A bat will typically eat half its weight in insects each night, and a female bat with young
will consume even more than that. So, installing a bat house on your property might be a good
idea. You can find plans, kits or already constructed bat houses easily
online.
A bat house may be placed on the side of a building or mounted to
a pole at least 15 feet off the ground. Studies have shown that a bat

house placed on a tree is less likely to be occupied than those on a building or pole, probably because the tree gives predators easy access to the
bats. There should be plenty of open space around your bat house, allowing the bats to locate the house and fly in and out of it easily. According to
experts, it may take up to 2 years for bats to inhabit the new home you’ve put up for them, but if
after 3 summers, your home is still unoccupied, you should take it down and try a different location.
For those interested in learning more about bats, there is a non-profit organization, the
Mississippi Bat Working Group, that is focused on conservation of bats in Mississippi. The organization is open to anyone interested in bats. Throughout the year, members provide educational programs as requested. This fall the group will be conducting a mistnet event in areas of
Delta National Forest, September 15-17. Anyone is welcome, but reservations are required—for
more information contact the group at msbats@hotmail.com or contact Becky Rosamond at 662230-1086.

Greenfield Cemetery Candlelight Tour tickets to go on sale August 1
On Friday and Saturday nights, October 2-3, 2015,
the Lake Washington Foundation Beautification
Committee will present its fourth annual Greenfield Cemetery Candlelight Tour in Glen Allan,
MS. Advance tickets are required and will go on
sale August 1. Performed each year before sell-out
crowds, this year’s event will bring seven new stories and the return of St. John’s caretaker, Jesse
Crowell as portrayed by Rev. Charles Young. Visitors will be guided through the lighted cemetery
to selected gravestones of early settlers, where local residents in period dress will emerge from the
shadows to portray those individuals who now lie
buried beneath the stones. Framed by flickering
torches, the costumed storytellers will recount stories of wealth, poverty, war, and tragedy in this historical presentation of the lives of people who first settled the Lake Washington area.
Greenfield Cemetery is the oldest cemetery in Washington County, having been established by the
earliest settlers who built homes and carved plantations out of the land around Lake Washington beginning
in the 1820s. The cemetery is also the site of the ruins of St. John’s Episcopal Church, consecrated in 1857.
Like its people, the magnificent Gothic building suffered the depredations of the Civil War. Its leaded windows were removed and the lead melted down to make Confederate bullets. Consequently, rain and wind
ravaged the interior of the church. Around the turn of the century, an effort was made to restore the church,
but a tornado in 1904 destroyed all but the bell tower and brick foundations which remain today as iconic
subjects of photographers and quiet visitors.
Advance tickets are $25 each and may be purchased from committee members, the Green Apple in
Rolling Fork, Roy’s Store in Chatham, Greenville Animal Clinic and Hospital in Greenville, or by mail,
payable to LWF Beautification Committee, P.O. Box 81, Glen Allan, MS 38744. Include name, complete
address, requested night and number of tickets, full payment, and a contact phone number and/or email in
case questions arise about your order. The Committee is unable to issue refunds, make exchanges between
nights, or help purchasers resell unneeded tickets.
All tour guests must meet at the Glen Allan United Methodist Church where they will be assigned a
tour group number as they arrive. Light refreshments and local historical material will be available while
patrons await their tour. Tours of 20-25 guests will leave the church approximately every 20 minutes, with
the first tour leaving at 7 pm and the final tour at 9 pm. Transportation to and from the cemetery will be
provided since there is limited parking at the cemetery. Tours last about 1 hour and are not ADA accessible.
This is a walking tour over uneven ground and involves periods of standing, so please consider this before
purchasing your tickets. The Methodist church will open at 6:30 pm each night to accommodate guests. A
limit of 150 tickets is available for each night.
In case inclement weather precludes going to the cemetery on a given night, two complete presentations will be held for that night’s ticket holders in the Methodist Church sanctuary at 7:30 pm and 8:30 pm.
of inclement weather, two complete presentations will be held in the Methodist Church sanctuary at 7:30
pm and 8:30 pm tThe Greenfield Cemetery Candlelight Tour is a fundraiser of the Lake Washington Foundation Beautification Committee, a 501c6 non-profit organization dedicated to the beautification, promotion, and preservation of the Lake Washington area.
For more information see our public web page (no FB membership required): www.facebook.com/
greenfieldcemeterycandlelighttour or call Lynn Robinson @ 662-822-6868.

Local Farmer’s Market
Kin Growers, the Rutherford family
farm, located just south of Rolling Fork
is selling fresh produce weekly in
Rolling Fork.
The stand will be set up on the southwest corner of the Sharkey County
Courthouse on Mondays from 8 to 11
a.m.
Pictured here are Mindy Rutherford, Lila Murphy and Jenny Rutherford Murphy.
4th Annual Outdoor Photography Contest
Once again MS Lower Delta Partnership is sponsoring an Outdoor Photography contest.
There are several categories of photographs for both adults and youth. All entries must be submitted electronically. September 1 is the due date for all entries.
LDP coordinator, Meg Cooper states, “In the past we’ve received some very good photographs
but we’d love to have more people enter the contest. The electronic submission requirement
scares people, but we’ve tried to make it as simple as possible. When participants had to submit a printed photograph, the quality of the printing really affected the quality of the photograph,
so a great photo printed on a home printer may not have looked very good and may have been
eliminated despite being a great photo. This helps to level the playing field for participants.”
The overall winner will receive a cash prize. For more information, go online at
www.lowerdelta.org.

Save the Date:
October 24, 2015

LDP Spring Activities

We’ve been busy and want to share
few of our activities with you.!

4th, 5th and 6th grade students from
Greenville Christian School were led
through the Butterfly Garden at Yazoo National Wildlife Refuge. Students learned about the life cycle of a
butterfly and what comprises a good
butterfly habitat. LDP helped establish this garden at the refuge in 2006.
Students also toured the refuge and
learned more about a National Wildlife Refuge from Justin Sexton, refuge
manager.

LDP partnered with Delta National Forest to distribute milkweed
plants in Sharkey County. LDP gave away over 200 plants to
garden clubs, schools and local residents . Butterfly Milkweed
and Swamp milkweed were grown by staff at the NRCS, Jamie L
Whitten Plant Materials Center in Coffeeville MS under an
agreement with the National Forests in Mississippi. Plants were
distributed by all seven districts of Mississippi National Forests.
These milkweed plants are very important to native animals such
as insects, birds, bats etc. that feed on nectar and help pollinate
other plants and crops that are critical for humans. Some species
such as the favorite Monarch butterfly are dependent to and at
times use milkweeds almost exclusively.

On May 20, Sharkey and Issaquena county citizens filled the Magnolia Data Systems truck at the
Rolling Fork Visitor’s Center with old electronics.
Televisions, computers, telephones, printers, stereos and other items were collected for recycling.

The Lower Delta Talk Series is going great and
we’ve had some wonderful speakers so far this year.
Shown here is Gayle Harper with Melissa Thomas
and Meg Cooper. Gayle, a professional photographer, presented her photographs and experiences in
her book, Roadtrip with a Raindrop, 90 days along
the Mississippi River at the May Lower Delta Talk..

On June 8, LDP hosted a Familiarization Tour of the Deep Delta
area for tourism professionals with Visit Mississippi—the state
tourism department. Also along on the tour were representatives
from Convention and Visitor Bureaus from towns along the
Highway 61 corridor.
The group visited Mont Helena, Nitta Yuma, Farmer’s Grocery,
the Onward Store and downtown Rolling Fork, - where they
were treated to blues music by Nick Secoy.

a

Free (or almost free) Things to do in the Deep Delta
The LDP staff and friends came up with this list of random things to do in the Deep Delta,. All of
which cost little or nothing . There is something on the list for everyone and it can be a fun
check list for locals—How many of these things have you done?
1. Visit the Rolling Fork Visitor Center and Museum
2. Go on a Carved Bear Hunt through the streets of Rolling Fork
3. Relax at the Muddy Waters Plaza and Blues Cabin or in the Gazebo

4. Drive the Steele’s Bayou Expedition Tour – directions available at Visitor Center
5. Walk or Run the Bear Track at the Sharkey Issaquena Hospital
6. Stop by any of the parts or implement places and drink coffee with the locals
7. View area Indian Mounds
8. Go over the Levee at Mayersville to watch for barges on the Mississippi River
9. Wildlife watch in Delta National Forest—Birds, Butterflies, Turkey, Deer…..
10. Stroll through the Butterfly Garden in Yazoo National Wildlife Refuge and look for alligators
on Alligator Pond
11. Enjoy the water or water sports on Lake Washington
12. View the historical homes around Lake Washington
13. Rock on the porch at the Onward Store
14. View the murals on Elm Street and Hicks Avenue
15. Visit the Sharkey Issaquena Library to learn the history of the Teddy Bear or
listen to the Blues
16. See the Steele’s Bayou Civil War Diorama and Red Barn Replica inside the Sharkey County
Courthouse
17. Roll past Mont Helena on old Highway 61 for a spectacular view of this stately home
18. Check out the historic footbridges across Deer Creek and Rolling Fork Creek
19. Drive along Deer Creek in Anguilla and feed the ducks
20. Search for geocaches in the area – we know there are some! (go to geocaching.com)

