
Spring 2015 

 
It’s Spring in the South Delta!  Get out and enjoy it! 
 
Hopefully we’ve seen the last or at least the worst of Old Man Winter, and it seems as 
if Spring is on the way.  As the weather begins to warm on those beautiful blue sky 
days you may get the itch to do something in the great outdoors.  Whether it is fishing, 
paddling, bird-watching, or just taking a Sunday drive, you can pursue your outdoor 
yearnings in the South Delta. 
 
Spring signals festival time and there are a host of them to choose from, Belzoni’s Cat-
fish Festival, the Jerry Clower Festival in Yazoo City, Vicksburg’s River Fest, and Roll-
ing Fork’s Deep Delta Festival are just a few. 
 
Some area self-guided tours include the Steele’s Bayou Expedition of the Civil War, 
Rolling Fork’s chainsaw carved bears, or log in to www.geocaching.com/play and 
search for nearby caches. 
 
If being on the water is your thing, paddle the Mississippi River tributaries for beautiful 
scenery and wildlife watching, A few nearby paddles include the Sunflower, Little Sun-
flower, Yalobusha and Pearl rivers. If you like to fish, try Lake Washington, Lake 
Abemarle, Lake Chotard, or any of the small lakes in Delta National Forest. Maps or 
itineraries for most of these are available on the LDP website, www.lowerdelta.org.  
 
Wildlife watching opportunities are at every turn in the Delta.  Check out the Theodore 
Roosevelt Refuge Complex, Delta National Forest and the South Delta’s six Wildlife 
Management Areas for hunting, fishing, birding and butterfly watching. 
 
And finally, don’t forget to take your camera along on your adventures for outstanding 
photography opportunities.  You may enter your favorite photos in LDP’s 2015 Outdoor 
Photography Contest.  Deadline is September 1. 
 
So, get out, soak up the sunshine, and enjoy Spring in the Delta! 
 
 

www.lowerdelta.org 

http://www.geocaching.com/play
http://www.lowerdelta.org


 
LDP and MSU Extension offer Career Assemblies for local High Schools 

 
Mississippi’s Lower Delta Partnership, along with the Sharkey-Issaquena Mississippi 
State Extension Service office hosted assemblies for High School students at Sharkey-
Issaquena Academy and South Delta High School on March 16.  The assemblies fea-
tured professionals working in conservation and wildlife related careers who talked with 
students about their job, the education required for it, and the opportunities it presents 
for them.  
 
Professionals involved included Seth Swafford from Panther Swamp National Wildlife 
Refuge part of the Theodore Roosevelt Refuge Complex, Megan Annison, a wildlife biol-
ogist interning with Delta National Forest, Nick Stuart also with Delta National Forest and 
a member of a US Forest Service fire crew, Glen Jackson, a conservation officer with 
the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks, and Trey Cooke, director of 
Delta Wildlife. 
 
The purpose of the assemblies was to provide information for High School students on 
careers that are available in the Delta and elsewhere that involve working outdoors or 
that are in support of wildlife, habitats and conservation. 
 
LDP coordinator, Meg Cooper, said that “despite the fact that we live in a rural area with 
thousands of acres of forested land around us, our students rarely think about these 
types of careers or majors as they plan for college. We wanted to bring in folks that are 
actually working in the field, not college recruiters, and have them talk about what they 
do, how much they enjoy their work, and how they prepared for those experiences.”  
 
 

South Delta students respond to a question Seth Swafford relates his career experienc-
es with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Glen Jackson explains his job as a 
MDWF&P Conservation officer SIA students learning about careers in the outdoors 



Collect NPS Passport Stamps throughout the  Delta 
 
 
In 1986 the National Park Service created a Passport program that has proven to be very popular 
for visitors.  Many people visit National Parks and National Heritage Areas around the country in 

order to acquire passport stamps.  Until recently the only place visitors to the Mississippi Delta 
National Heritage Area could receive a stamp was at Delta State University in the Delta Center, 
but now visitors may have their passport stamped at a chosen location in each of the 18 Delta 

counties.  To find out where your county’s passport stamp is located visit the MDNHA website at: 
www.msdeltaheritage.com/ms-delta-national-heritage-area-mdnha-passport.  

National Heritage Areas are under the umbrella of the National Park Service.  The MDNHA is de-
signed to promote the Delta’s heritage in ways that benefit its people, both by spreading infor-
mation about history and culture, and by stimulating economic development based primarily on 
heritage tourism.  The Delta Center at Delta State University has recorded a great many heritage 
tourists from both the United States and abroad visiting their office to receive a passport stamp 
with plans to travel throughout the Delta. 
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Spring Events in the Delta 

March 28—World Catfish Festival, Belzoni, MS 

Apriol 11—Bluz Cruz Canoe & Kayak Race on the Mississippi River 
  from Parish Port, LA to Vicksburg, MS 

April 17-18—Riverfest, Vicksburg, MS 

April 18—Wister Gardens Spring Workshop, Belzoni, MS 

April 25—Pop-Up Shops and Blues & Brews, Leland, MS 

May 1-3—Tara Wildlife Birding Weekend, tarawildlife.com 

May 2—Deep Delta Festival, Rolling Fork, MS 

May 2—Jerry Clower Festival, Yazoo City, MS 

May 9—Leland Crawfish Festival, Leland, MS 

May 20— LDP hosts Electronic Recycling Collection, Rolling Fork  

 

The Sharkey County MDNHA pass-
port station is located in the Chancery 
Clerk’s office in the Sharkey County 
Courthouse. 

In Issaquena County, you may have 
your passport stamped at Farmer’s 
Grocery. 



Rolling Fork’s Deep Delta Festival to include Barbeque Competition on May 2 
 
On May 2, Rolling Fork will celebrate its Delta  heritage with the Deep Delta Festival.  This fes-
tival, now in its 17th year, will fill the downtown square with great gospel, rock and blues music. 
Groups and artists performing throughout the day include: the Sharkey Issaquena Mass Choir, 
the New Living Way Choir, Yazoo Gold, Deanna Nicole & Band, Rico, Mickey Rogers, J’Cenae 
& Band, and headliner, Denise LaSalle. 
 
A 5K Walk/Run will kick off the festivities at 8 a.m., registration is on-site beginning at 7:30. 
There will also be arts and crafts vendors, and this year the festival is featuring a new event, 
the Barbeque Throw-Down. 
 
The Barbeque Throw-Down Competition is a barbeque cooking contest  
in which competing teams will be judged on the taste, presen-
tation and tenderness of their entries. Whole chicken 
and pork spare ribs are the two meats that 
will be judged. Prizes will be awarded 
for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place, with the first 
place trophy being designed by Rolling 
Fork’s craftsman guild member, Lee 
Washington.  
 
There is a $30 entry fee per team.  For 
more information on the Barbeque Throw 
Down, contact Katie Alexander at Rolling 
Fork City Hall, 662-873-2814.  
 
Mark May 2 on your calendar and join us in 
downtown Rolling Fork for some Barbeque 
and Blues! 
 
 

LDP to host Electronic Recycling Pick Up in Rolling Fork 
 
 

Electronics are the fastest growing waste stream that is produced annually around the world 
with only around 25% being recycled. Over 75 percent of this e-waste turns into a toxic waste 
stream that ends up in our landfills or dumped posing long-term risks to human health and the 
environment. Almost all electronic equipment especially computers and televisions, contain tox-
ic heavy materials such as lead, cadmium, and mercury. There are ways to safely dispose of 
these items. 
 
Electronic items will be accepted for recycling in Rolling Fork on Wednesday, May 20, from 10 
a.m.-1p.m.  LDP along with Magnolia Data Solutions will be at the Rolling Fork Visitor’s Cen-
ter and Museum at 380 Walnut Street, to collect your old and  unused electronic goods.  
 
Practically any electronic items with the exception of white goods and vacuum cleaners will be 
accepted.  Examples of accepted items include: computers and any computer related compo-
nents, copiers, fax machines, radios, televisions, phones, VCR and DVD players, electronic 
games, printers, power cords and chargers.  There will be a charge for computer monitors 
($5.00) and televisions ($15.00); all other items are free.   
 
LDP hopes that everyone will take advantage of this opportunity to responsibly dispose of old 
electronics.  If you have any questions please call the LDP office at 662-873-6261. 



 

The Sixth year of LDP’s Lower 
Delta Talks Series has begun and 
we have a great line up of speak-
ers and topics for 2015.   
A special thanks to all of the 2015 
“talks” sponsors: The Straddlefork 
Foundation, the Cortright Family, 
Bank of Anguilla, Friends of the 
Sharkey Issaquena County Li-
brary, Sharkey County Historic 
Preservation Commission and all 
of the LDP members that help 
make projects like this possible. 

Please visit our website: 
www.lowerdelta.org  and consider joining 
Mississippi’s Lower Delta Partnership as a 
member. 


