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This article by LDP Board Member, Ray Mosby, was written for the December 4, edition of the
Deer Creek Pilot.

Mississippi’s Lower Delta Partnership (LDP), is a grass roots, non-profit organization
which builds upon the traditional values, cultural and natural assets of the South Delta to enhance the quality of life and landscape of this area.
More than any other single entity, LDP has and continues to make a difference here and
while it has been primarily funded through grants and donations, the organization is now offering memberships—at widely ranging levels—to give the region’s people and businesses
the chance to invest in themselves and their future.
“In its short life, I believe that Mississippi’s Lower Delta Partnership has improved the
quality of life for all the residents of the Deep Delta. Its sustained viability is critical to the
continued advancement of our area,” LDP Board Chairman Fred Miller said.
The organization’s executive director, Meg Cooper, says: “LDP does many things such as
bringing business workshops and cultural programs to our citizens, promoting the use of our
abundant public lands for consumptive and non-consumptive benefits, and encouraging heritage, cultural and nature tourism in our region.”
For a region traditionally absent any official economic development voice, LDP has, in a
practical sense, filled the role of the South Delta’s chief cheerleader, advancing the area’s
assets and seeking to bring outsiders—and their money—here to experience them.
Among the many projects beneath the LDP umbrella are many familiar to area residents, including:











The Great Delta Bear Affair;
The Lower Delta Talks series;
Blue Lake Youth Fishing Rodeo;
Youth conservation education events;
Area tours;
Mapping Delta paddling trails;
Publishing promotional literature for Rolling Fork and the South Delta and
placing them in state visitor centers;
Representing the South Delta with state and federal organizations;
Participating in regional events and promotions and
Encouraging nature, cultural and heritage tourism in the South Delta.

The LDP membership program is outlined in detail in a newly designed brochure which
will be mailed to some residents and is also available at the organization’s office, located at
401 Walnut, here. Those desiring the annual memberships, which begin at $30 for individuals and $50 for families, may also sign up by going to the LDP website: www.lowerdelta.org/
join.
“LDP is a steadily growing force and leader in the South Delta, making our home a better
place for people, communities, plants and animals. Your help is needed to continue the momentum,” Cooper said in announcing the new membership drive.

Invasive Species Threatens Delta National Forest
Forest officials are urging visitors not to bring firewood to the
Delta National Forest in an effort to prevent emerald ash borer’s arrival that could result in millions of dollars of damage to timber and
substantial disruption to wildlife habitat. The insect has been positively identified in neighboring Arkansas, but has not been found on
Delta National Forest at this time.
“Don't bring firewood with you when you camp. We want to
use every tool available to us to prevent the Delta from losing the Green Ash tree component”
said Delta District Ranger Leslie Morgan. “If you find and use wood from the forest, don't take
any back home with you. Burn it all or give it to others at the campsite.”
The beetle, an insect native to Asia that was accidentally introduced to North America,
spreads when people move infested tree material (e.g., firewood) to non-infested areas. The halfinch long, metallic green beetle, lays eggs on the bark on all species of ash trees. After hatching,
its larvae burrow under the bark and create feeding tunnels that cut off nutrient and water flow to
the tree. Infested trees eventually die in three to five years. First discovered in southeast Michigan in 2002, the emerald ash borer has spread to 16 states and two Canadian provinces, killing
tens of millions of ash trees.
Since 2009, natural resource managers have been conducting detections surveys for emerald ash borer on the Forest. “The Delta National Forest is now at heightened risk because of
the recent detections in nearby Arkansas,” said James Meeker, an entomologist with the U.S.
Forest Service. “The Delta contains a relatively abundant and widespread population of green
ash, and is highly susceptible to infestation and resulting mortality.”
Complete eradication of the emerald ash borer is not currently feasible, Morgan added.
“We can limit an outbreak and subsequent damage by not bringing firewood to the Delta,” Morgan
said.
Some other advice for campers includes:
 Consider using a cook stove or charcoal instead of cooking over a wood fire.
 Consider pairing up with your fellow campers at a communal fire circle to share the
warmth of a crackling wood fire and make some new friends.
More information about the emerald ash borer can be found at www.emeraldashborer.info/.

Mont Helena: A Dream Revisited Announces 2015 Production Dates
The Friends of Mont Helena are pleased to announce the dates for the 5th season of the drama,
Mont Helena: A Dream Revisited. The play takes place in the home, Mont Helena, situated atop a
ceremonial Indian Mound just north of Rolling Fork. Each year the play receives rave reviews
from all who are lucky enough to obtain one of the coveted tickets.
Tickets will go on sale at 9 a.m. on Saturday, February
21, 2015. Callers may want to have a couple of date
choices in mind, in the event that their first choice is
already sold out.
Performance dates are: March 19,20,21; 26,27,28 and
April 9,10,11; 23,24,25.
For more information visit the website:
http://www.monthelena.com/

Conservation Education Events for Area Youth
LDP sponsored two great conservation activities for youth during the fall of 2014.
The first in September was the annual Blue Lake Fishing Rodeo in Delta National Forest. Not only was there fishing, but participants also
had the opportunity to witness an Electrofishing boat in action. This
boat is specially equipped with electric generators and probes that send
an electrical pulse into the water in order to bring up fish in the area. A
great variety of fish were captured, shown and explained to the young
anglers before they were released back into Blue Lake.

A month later the Great Delta Bear Affair Youth Education Day for 4th graders was held. This field
trip opportunity allows students to hear presentations and participate in activities led by outreach
educators from various organizations such as the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and
Parks, the Museum of Natural Science, Delta National Forest, Yazoo National Widlife Refuge, MS
Farm Bureau, MSU Extension offices, and others.

Statistics have shown that a great many children today are actually
scared of what is in nature. They aren’t getting out and playing and
discovering it for themselves as previous generations have done.
Surveys show that children only spend a few minutes in the outdoors each day compared to the hours they spend on computers, TV,
and electronic devices. Events like the fishing rodeo and GDBA Ed
Day allow children to experience and learn about the great outdoors.

Images from the 2014 Great Delta Bear Affair and related
events—Teddy Bears for Kids, Brownies and Bears at the
Nursing Home, Patron’s Party, Teddy Bear color run

Sharkey County Preservation Commission Focuses on Education of Historic
Structures with 2 projects
The Sharkey County Historic Preservation Commission (SCHPC) has made it a goal to foster appreciation
of historic structures in the county. The commission has engaged in two creative methods of doing this—a
coloring contest and an annual Christmas ornament.
Each year the commission sponsors a coloring contest for 2nd graders at both South Delta Elementary
School and Sharkey Issaquena Academy. Each student in the second grade classes is given a copy of the
Sharkey County, Mississippi coloring book that the commission produced as an educational project in
2010. Each page in the book gives a little history of the drawing on that page. One picture from the book is
chosen for students to color for the contest. Winners are chosen from each school and awarded a small cash
prize and certificate. This project makes students more aware of the buildings around them and their historical significance in the county.

The SCHPC is in its fifth year of producing a Christmas ornament for the community, each of which depict
a building in the county. The ornaments are made by Clay Creations of Bay St. Louis, and each is hand
painted and glazed making the ornaments unique. The ornaments are packaged with a card that tells about
the featured building, and have become popular keepsakes for both residents and area alumni, selling out
most years.

2010—Graft Barn
Sadly we lost this
structure in 2011

2012—Mont Helena

The 2014 Ornament features
the Muddy Waters Blues
Cabin in downtown Rolling

2011—Sharkey
County Courthouse

2013—The Onward
Store

The Sharkey County Coloring Book ( $5.00) is available at the Rolling Fork Visitors Center and Museum
and in the LDP office. 2011 and 2014 ornaments may
also be purchased in the LDP office for $ 10.00.

Antlers, Not Horns
by James L. Cummins

In many deer camps throughout Mississippi, it is not uncommon to hear someone refer
to a white-tail buck’s headgear as “horns.” In reality, those “horns” are actually antlers.
Horns are made of a bony core covered by layers of keratin. They are slow growing
and permanent and are usually grown by both sexes. Horns grow in yearly rings which may be
an age indicator.
Antlers, on the other hand, are made of fast growing bone and are shed every year
(except in rare cases). Antlers are usually grown by males and are branched instead of singular like a cow horn.
White-tailed bucks in Mississippi grow their first set of antlers during the first 1.5 years
of their life and generally that first set of antlers is spikes. Young deer are growing rapidly during this time and most of their nutritional intake is used in muscle and bone development. In
cases where young deer have excellent sources of nutrition, it is not uncommon for a 1.5 year
old deer to have 6 or maybe even 8 points.
A white-tail buck’s antlers begin to grow
around June. During this growing period, the antlers are covered in a soft skin which is called
“velvet.” The velvet is made up of blood vessels
which supply calcium, phosphorus and protein to
the growing antlers. By October, they are usually
completely formed and are no longer growing.
When this occurs, the blood vessels begin to dry
up, and the velvet begins to detach.
Bucks speed up this process by rubbing
their antlers on trees. This rubbing process also
helps to polish antlers and strengthen the buck’s
neck muscles for the rut.
A white-tail buck’s antlers generally increase in size with each year of his life, dependent on availability of food and nutritional intake. After about 4.5 years, a buck’s body will stop
growing and almost all nutritional resources will go into antler development. If a white-tail buck
is allowed to mature to this age, this is when he can really grow an impressive “rack.” Bucks in
the wild will generally peak out around their 5.5 or 6.5 year and from then on antler growth usually diminishes.
Around late February, a buck will shed his antlers due to a change in hormone levels
following the end of the rut. But these sheds do not go to waste, they provide a rich source of
nutrients (calcium and phosphorous) to small mammals such as squirrels, chipmunks and other rodents.
James L. Cummins is executive director of Wildlife Mississippi, a non-profit, conservation organization
founded to conserve, restore and enhance fish, wildlife and plant resources throughout Mississippi.

The LDP Board and Staff wish you a Happy Holiday Season!

Please visit our newly revamped website:
www.lowerdelta.org

You can help us as we work to enhance the quality of life and the economic environment in the south
Delta; please join us and be a part of this worthwhile endeavor.

Member Form
Please fill out the form below and return it to:
Mississippi’s Lower Delta Partnership
P.O. Box 214
Rolling Fork, MS 39159
Membership Levels – please check one
Individual Membership - $30

_____________

Family Membership - $50

_____________

Deer Creek level - $100

_____________

Alluvial level - $250
(business and corporate level)

_____________

Highway 61 level - $500

_____________

Bears & Blues level-$1000

_____________

Deep Delta level - $2500

_____________

Mississippi River level - $5000

_____________

Make all checks payable to “Lower Delta Partnership”

Member Information:
Name ____________________________________________________________
Business name _____________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________
Email _____________________________________________________________
Phone ____________________________________________________________
Donations are tax deductible as allowed by law. LDP is a 501c3 charitable organization.

