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Birdwatching—A  Fun Winter Activity 
 
 
 
 As winter approaches, many home birdwatch-
ers begin to pay more attention to their back yard feed-
ers.  In the winter, food sources are not as readily 
available for our feathered friends, and they appreciate 
folks that supplement their food with backyard feeders. 
Feeders placed in the yard also enable residents to 
birdwatch from the comfort of their home. 
 
 Birding is one of the fastest growing hobbies, 
with over 48 million birders in the United States today.  
Perhaps because it is an activity available to folks of 
all ages and levels of fitness, and can be done almost 
anywhere.  Birders say they delight in the thrill and en-
joyment that birdwatching brings.    
 
 Birding may be done with no special equipment, 
but you may want a pair of binoculars for studying the 
birds up close, and a field guide for identifying birds is always helpful.    
 
 Birding is also a great activity in which to involve children over the holidays.  
Children can decorate a tree for the birds with peanut butter pinecones, popcorn gar-
lands, and other easy to create feeders. Together you can watch and identify different 
species of birds.  Who knows, you may inspire a lifelong hobby in a child or at the very 
least an appreciation for nature.  
 
 If you do choose to feed the birds in your yard, there are a few simple rules to 
remember. 
 Be consistent. Once birds decide your yard is a reliable food source, they’ll return 

often expecting to find nourishment. You may want to have a range of feeders and 
food because different species prefer different types of food, so in order to see a 
wider variety of birds, have a variety of food. 

 Clean out feeders regularly. Wet seeds grow mold, so be sure to clean any old food 
from feeders. 

 Provide fresh water for both drinking and bathing. 
 Protect birds from ground predators like cats. 
 Enjoy the birds! 
 
 If you are an avid birdwatcher, you may want to participate in the Audubon 
Christmas Bird Count from December 14 – January 5, or the Great Backyard Bird 
Count, February 12 -15.    

www.lowerdelta.org 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi5teux8d7JAhVHYiYKHQqLClQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wormsandgermsblog.com%2F2011%2F03%2Farticles%2Fanimals%2Fbirds%2Fdead-birds-around-a-feeder-what-to-do%2F&psi


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lower Delta Outdoor Photography Contest 
 

For the past several years, LDP has sponsored an outdoor photography contest 
as an effort to encourage the hobby of photography and to promote the beautiful 
nature found in the Mississippi Delta.   
 
We’ve had some great photo entries and this year was no different. Photos are 
judged by an impartial panel not employed by LDP.  Pictured below are the overall 
winning photographs in the adult  and in the youth divisions. The other first place 
photos may be viewed on LDP’s website, lowerdelta.org. 

Overall Adult Winner  
 

Delta Rows  
 

by Pam Holmes 

Overall Youth Winner 
 

Sunrise Hunt 
 

by Maddie Sharpe 



Mississippi Delta National Heritage Area 
Presents: A Grants Workshop  
  
The Mississippi Delta National Heritage Area includes 18 counties that contain land lo-
cated in the alluvial floodplain of the Mississippi Delta: Bolivar, Carroll, Coahoma,  
DeSoto, Holmes, Humphreys, Issaquena, Leflore, Panola, Quitman, Sharkey,  
Sunflower, Tallahatchie, Tate, Tunica, Warren, Washington and Yazoo.  
 
You are invited to participate in a workshop that will educate and inform you on our new 
and exciting grants program. Please contact the Delta Center for Culture and Learning 
for more information. 662-846-4311. All workshops are 1:30 to 4:00p.m.  
 

January 14, 2016  
Desoto County  

Location to be announced  
 

January 19, 2016  
Mississippi Valley State University  

14000 HWY 82 W, Itta Bena, MS 38941  
Auditorium 108/ 1st floor of William Sutton Administration Building  

 

January 26, 2016  
Sharkey-Issaquena County Library , Fine Arts Room 

116 East China Street, Rolling Fork, MS  
 

January 28, 2016  
The Capps Center  

920 US-82, Indianola, MS 38751/ Room 101  

Mont Helena : A Dream Revisited 
 

The fabulous Spring-time drama, Mont Helena : A Dream Revisited  will once again take 
place in the 1896 home atop a ceremonial Indian  mound .  The much sought after tickets for 
the event will go on sale at 9 a.m. 
on February 27.  In past years the 
available tickets  for every perfor-
mance have sold out within an 
hour.   
 
Performance dates for 2016:  
 

 March 31, April 1, 2 

 April 7, 8, 9 

 April 21, 22, 23 

 April 28, 29, 30 



 

 

      

 

 

Natural Resource Enterprises workshop to be held in Rolling Fork 
on March 1, 2016 
 

Natural Resource Enterprises Workshops are designed for landowners interested in 
learning about developing enterprises from the natural resources on their property or 
learning more about wildlife habitat and business management.   
A Natural Resource Enterprise Workshop will be held on March 1, in Rolling Fork.  
Hosted by Mississippi’s Lower Delta Partnership, the workshop will take place at the 
Rolling Fork Community Center.   
Advance registration is requested and more details will be available closer to that 
date.   
For more information on Natural Resource Enterprises, visit: 
www.naturalresources.msstate.edu 

This Miss-Lou Rural Tourism workshop is a great opportunity for small communities to learn some new 
techniques for promoting your area.  Visit www.gcd.msucares.com/register to reserve your place at this 
workshop.  

Hunters may donate venison to the Mississippi Food Network through the Hunter’s Harvest 
program sponsored by the Mississippi Wildlife Federation. It’s as easy as donating a pound or 
two of ground venison when a deer is processed or by donating an entire field dressed or quar-
tered deer at a participating processor.   
To find out more about this worthwhile program visit http://mswildlife.org/hunters-harvest/  

http://www.naturalresources.msstate.edu
http://mswildlife.org/hunters-harvest/


Fishing and Fun in the Forest 
 

 
 

On National Public Lands and National Hunting and Fishing Day, September 26, LDP in concert with Delta 
National Forest hosted “Fishing and Fun in the Forest”, a fun morning for children and youth at the Blue Lake 
Recreation Area in the forest.   
Participants were able to shoot a bb gun, practice archery, participate in a nature scavenger hunt as they traveled 
the Blue Lake Adventure Trail, learn about forest creatures and more.  Many thanks to sponsors some of whom 
were: Sharkey –Issaquena 4H Shooting Sports, Yazoo County NWT Federation, MS Museum of Natural Sci-
ence, and our great volunteers from the SIA Envirothon Team. 



Great Delta Bear Affair 2015 

The 2015 Great Delta Bear Affair was another successful event—the Teddy Bears for Kids project, 

Youth Education Day,  Teddy Bear Color Run, the musical entertainment, the new Chuckburger eating 

contest, vendors, games, chain-

saw woodcarver, and the fire-

works—everything was great, 

thanks to the many, many vol-

unteers that made the various 

events work.  



It’s time to Renew Your LDP Membership! (or join!) 

 Last year, LDP initiated a membership campaign and it is now time for annu-
al renewals.  This is also an opportunity for more people and organizations to join in 
supporting the work that LDP does in the South Delta.  LDP is encouraged by the 
support community residents and businesses demonstrated in the initial member-
ship drive and hope to improve on that number for 2016.   
 The purpose of the membership is to help LDP with its fundraising efforts, to 
provide a source of unrestricted funds for non-grant projects, and to be a match 
source for grant projects. It is hoped that memberships help the community and 
friends of the South Delta feel involved in the work LDP is doing. We cannot move 
forward without community support. 
 The mission of LDP is to promote and enhance the economic and environ-
mental health of Mississippi’s Lower Delta. We achieve this through quality of life 
enhancements, asset based development and promotions, community and youth 
activities, and by being a voice for the south Delta.   
Some of LDP’s successful 2015 projects include: 
 The Lower Delta Talks Series 
 Youth conservation field trips and career assemblies 
 Electronic Recycling Day 
 Placement of an interpretive marker in Rolling Fork 
 Producing a South Delta Public Lands brochure  
 Producing a Sharkey County rack card for Welcome Centers across the state 
 Outreach and regional advertisements promoting Sharkey County 
 Fishing and Fun in the Forest with Delta National Forest 
 The Great Delta Bear Affair and Youth Education Day 
 
  LDP has been fortunate in securing grant funds for many of its efforts over 
the past years, however, many LDP projects are no longer funded through a grant.  
According to LDP coordinator, Meg Cooper, “Grant makers often change the scope 
of work they will fund over the years and that has happened to us.  We’ve broad-
ened our scope in order to continue to receive some grant funds, but we do not 
want to discontinue projects like the Lower Delta Talks, Electronic Recycling, Fish-
ing and Fun in the Forest or other youth conservation activities.”  Donations and 
memberships help us continue these activities.   
 For more information on joining LDP visit: www.lowerdelta.org/join.  
 
 
 
 
 

Merry Christmas 
And 

Happy New Year 
From 

Mississippi’s  
Lower Delta Partnership 
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